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Abstract: Based on the results of pre-research conducted at SMP Negeri 1 Padang Panjang, it was found that the
process and results of students' exposition text writing skills were not optimal. Therefore, this study aimed at
improving the writing skills of exposition text, reading habits, and student activeness using the Think Pair Share
type cooperative learning model. This type of research was quantitative with a 2 x 2 factorial design experimental
method. Based on the research conducted, it can be concluded that the students' exposition text writing skills taught
using the Think Pair Share type of cooperative learning model were better than students taught using conventional
models. The exposition text writing skills of students who have a high reading habit are taught by using the Think
Pair Share type cooperative learning model were better than by conventional models. The exposition text writing
skills of students who have low reading habits who were taught using the Think Pair Share type of cooperative
learning model were better than using the conventional model. There is no interaction between reading interactions

with students' exposition text writing skills using the Think Pair Share type cooperative learning model.
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Introduction

The Curriculum 2013 Policy not only
maintains Indonesian in the list of lessons in
schools, but also emphasizes the importance of
the Indonesian language as an interpreter and
carrier of knowledge. With this new paradigm,
teachers are required to be agents of reform in
Indonesian language learning based on
Indonesian texts. The Indonesian language
text is taught not only as knowledge of the
language, but also as a developer of its
function to become a source of self-
actualization of its users, both in an academic
socio-cultural context, as well as a language
unit containing contextual expressions of
meaning [1]

The text of the exposition contains an
explanation of the idea or suggestion of
something personal. states that an exposition
text is a text used to convince the reader of the
opinion expressed with a number of
supporting arguments. An exposition text
usually contains an issue or problem on a

particular topic and a statement that shows the
writer's position in responding to that issue or
problem [2]. An exposition text aims to
explain, clarify, or evaluate an issue or issue
on a particular topic. Learning text is intended
to help students develop knowledge insights

[3]

Based on the results of interviews
conducted with Indonesian language teachers
at SMP Negeri 1 Padang Panjang on January
25, 2020, the implementation of learning
writing skills, especially writing exposition
text, was not optimal. This is because the
students' ability in writing exposition text is
still low. The factors causing the low ability of
students are as follows. First, the attitudes and
expressions of students when learning to write
exposition text, for example students often
make noise by disturbing their friends so that
they do not focus on following the ongoing
learning. Second, when the teacher asks
students to write an exposition text, the
students are unable to put their ideas into
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writing. Third, the next weakness in terms of
the student's average score obtained from the
writing assignment of the exposition text.
Fourth, writing the exposition text is not
interesting for students. The low ability of
students in writing exposition texts can be
seen from the difficulty of students in
developing their ideas, so that the writing they
write becomes illogical. The incoherence of
students' ideas in writing the exposition text
can be seen from the inaccuracy in word
choice, irregularities in the use of spelling and
punctuation, ineffective use of sentences, and
unsystematic text structure.

Apart from these factors, the learning
model used by Indonesian language teachers
also affects students’ writing skills. The
learning model used by Indonesian language
teachers at SMP Negeri 1 Padangpanjang is
still monotonous. The learning is still teacher-
centered, it does not involve students. In
addition, the teacher only delivers the material
and then gives assignments to students. This is
what makes students difficult to write the
exposition text so that the results of writing
the exposition text of the students are not
optimal. Therefore, the chosen learning model
must be able to increase student creativity,
including learning to write exposition texts.
Teachers in the field of Indonesian studies
must be able to use various approaches and
vary those approaches in order to achieve
effective, efficient, and enjoyable learning.
Teachers must be creative in making
variations in learning and be able to arouse
students' enthusiasm for learning. With a wide
variety of variations used by the teacher,
students will not get bored of taking part in
learning and it will even become fun learning
Indonesian. One of the learning models that
teachers can use in learning to overcome the
above problems is the Think Pair Share type
of cooperative learning model.

The Think Pair Share type of
cooperative learning model in Indonesian
language learning is an alternative to indicate

students are actively involved in learning. In
Think Pair Share, students try to learn
concepts as well as apply and relate them to
the real world, so that learning activities
become fun. That is, the Think Pair Share type
of cooperative learning model is the concept
of the teacher linking the material being taught
with students' real-world situations and
encouraging students to make connections
between their knowledge and its application in
everyday life. [4] explains that cooperative
learning enables students to integrate actively
and positively in groups. [5] explains that
cooperative learning is a form of learning in
which students learn and work collaboratively
in small groups whose members consist of
four to six people with a heterogeneous group
structure.

In line with this, [6] also argues that the
Think Pair Share type of cooperative learning
model can affect student learning outcomes.
That innovative models of learning should be
used in every classroom to increase student
engagement,  support  every  teaching
environment, and encourage collaboration
between students. In learning, students should
actively participate in relevant experiences and
be able to make use of practical information.
When students are active in learning they will
be able to develop critical thinking skills,
receive a social support system for learning,
and gain knowledge in an efficient way.

Another factor that causes the students
‘low ability to write exposition text is the
students' lack of reading habits. The students'
lack of reading habits can be seen when
observing the learning process at school. In
fact, very few students visit the library
because they spend more time on things that
are not important. The aspect of language
skills that is receptive as well as supporting
the writing skills of this exposition text is
reading. As stated by [7] that reading is the
main means to writing skills. To be able to
write an exposition text, students need to read
a lot, because through reading habits, students



can get various kinds of information and
knowledge.

Based on the literature study that has
been conducted, it is found that Indonesian
people do not yet have a dependence on
reading as a learning process. Several studies
that have been conducted, for example by the
Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA,
1992) and the Program for International
Student Assessment (PISA, 2003) show that
the reading ability and appreciation of the
Indonesian people towards reading activities
are still low [8] Thus, it is important to foster
reading habits in students so that they are able
to improve the quality of their knowledge.

The low reading habit of Indonesian
society is not only an issue, but it is supported
by evidence from the research results of
international institutions engaged in reading
studies. The World Bank report in Education
in Indonesia: From Crisis to Recovery (1988),
which cites Vincent Greanary's research
results, states that the reading ability of
Indonesian children is at the lowest level when
compared to Asian children in general.

Based on surveys conducted by these
various institutions, it can be concluded that,
in general, Indonesian people still have a
relatively low level of reading habits. This will
have an impact on the lack of information and
knowledge that is owned and controlled
because reading is one of the main sources of
information and knowledge. In language
skills, reading is in the third position before
writing. This means that the aspect of writing
skills is largely determined by the reading
aspect because the four language skills are
related to one another. So, if one aspect of the
language is low, it will have an influence on
other aspects of the language. For example, if
reading skills such as reading habits are low, it
will have an impact on other language skills
such as writing skills.

Reading habits will make it easier for
students to understand the exposition text.
Students who have good reading habits will

have broader insight and knowledge than
students who have low reading habits. The
more often students read, the more ideas and
ideas that arise in their mind. This of course
has an effect on students' ability to write
exposition texts. It has been said that writing
an exposition text is a text that contains ideas
or proposals for something that is personal [9]

Reading is a long term habit that starts
from a very early age towards the gateway to
knowledge. It can be thought of as a practice
that helps individuals to gain creativity and
develop their critical thinking capacity.
Furthermore, the reading habit is also an
important tool for mental development and
capacity of an individual. Apart from personal
and mental development, reading is an access
to social, economic, and community life [7].
Moreover, all reading patterns in terms of
emotional responses increase individual
emotional satisfaction [10]

In line with this description, [11] also
revealed that forming an efficient reading
habit takes a relatively long time. Apart from
time, factors of desire and willingness and
motivation need to be present. But the willing
must be strengthened by motivation. Apart
from that, environmental factors also play a
role. If the environment does not encourage,
and even inhibits, then difficult habits or even
not will form. This is consistent with the
findings of Muhlise Cosgun [12] that
investigating reading habits and preferences of
student teachers at foreign language
departments. This study examines the reading
habits and general views of students' reading
in schools. Reading is one of the main skills
when teaching and learning languages. The
results showed that students who have a
positive attitude in reading and have good
habits will certainly affect aspects of their
writing skills.

Based on the above problems, it is clear
that this research is important to do to improve
students' exposition text writing skills using
the Think Pair Share type cooperative model.



This study will answer does the application of
the cooperative model type Think Pair Share
and reading habits affect the writing skills of
the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1
Padangpanjang?

Methods

This research uses quantitative research
with a 2x2 factorial design experimental
method. According to [13] quasy experiment
is used because in fact it is difficult to find a
control group that can be used for research
(not variables that affect the implementation
of the experiment), the experimental class is
given treatment using the Think Pair Share
type cooperative learning model while the
control class uses conventional learning
model.

The research was conducted at SMP
Negeri 1 Padangpanjang. This school is
located in Padang Panjang City Center. The
procedures in this study consisted of internal
validity relating to the extent to which the
causal relationship between the independent
variables and the dependent variable was
found in the study [14] and external validity
relating to the generalizability of research
results, namely the extent to which the results
of the study could be applied to the subject.
situation, and time outside the research
situation. The population in this study were
class VIl students of SMP Negeri 1
Padangpanjang who were registered in the
2019-2020 school year. The sample is part of
the population under study. The sample comes
from a truly homogeneous population so that
the sample can be representative. To
determine the class designated as the research
sample, simple random sampling was used.
According to [15] simple random sampling is
taking a randomly selected sample, all
individuals in the population are given the
same opportunity to be selected as sample
members.

Based on the data analysis carried out,
because the population is normally distributed,

homogeneous, and has almost the same
average, two classes are taken randomly. The
class chosen to be the research sample was
class VII.A and class VII.D. Furthermore, the
two classes were divided into a class that
applied treatment (experimental class) and a
class that did not apply treatment (control
class). The class chosen to be the experimental
class was class VII.A while the control class
was class VII.D.

Results and Discussion

Based on the results of the study, it was
found that, (1) the students' ability to write
exposition text using the Think Pair Share type
of cooperative learning model was better than
students who used the conventional learning
model in class VII students of SMP Negeri 1
Padangpanjang. (2) the ability to write
exposition text of students who have a low
reading habit using the Think Pair Share type
of cooperative learning model is better than
students who wuse conventional learning
models in class VII students of SMP Negeri 1
Padangpanjang. (3) the ability to write
exposition text of students who have a low
reading habit using the Think Pair Share type
of cooperative learning model is better than
students who wuse conventional learning
models in class VII students of SMP Negeri 1
Padangpanjang. (4) there is no interaction
between the cooperative learning model of the
Think Pair Share type and reading habits that
affect the writing skills of the seventh grade
students of SMP Negeri 1 Padangpanjang. The
data test analysis is described in three stages,
namely data normality test, data homogeneity
test, and research hypothesis testing.

The normality test aims to see whether
the results of the exposition text writing skills
of the research sample (experimental class and
control class) are normally distributed or not.
The formula used to determine normality is
Lilliefors. Based on the results of the
normality test in the experimental class, the
following results were obtained.



Table 1. Normality Test Results of the
Exposition Text Writing Skills
for the Experimental Class
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Table 2. Normality Test Results of the
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Table 3. Homogeneity Test Results of
Exposition Text Writing Skills
for Experiment Class and Control Class
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Hypothesis testing aims to see the
significance of the treatment assigned to the
research sample. This hypothesis was made
after knowing the results of the exposition text
writing skills test. Hypotheses 1, 2 and 3, the
formula used is the t-test formula, while
hypothesis 4 is the analysis of variance
(ANOVA) using the F-test formula.

The results of testing the first research
hypothesis indicate that in general the Think
Pair Share type of cooperative learning model
has a higher effect on students' exposition text
writing skills compared to conventional
learning models. This is due to the higher
emotional intellectual involvement of students
in learning activities. This involvement occurs
in cognitive activities in achievement or
acquisition. When carrying out exercises in
meetings, students appreciate and internalize
the values in forming attitudes. This refers to
the opinion that the Think Pair Share type of
cooperative learning model has explicitly
defined procedures to give students more time
to think, answer, and help one another. Anita
[16] explains that the Think Pair Share type of
cooperative learning provides opportunities to
work alone and collaborate with others.

The results of this study reinforce the
results of previous research conducted by
previous researchers regarding the Think Pair
Share type of cooperative learning model,
such as [17]) conducted by students of the
Indonesian  Language and  Literature
Department UNP. Tanjung found that the
Think Pair Share type of cooperative learning
model provides higher Indonesian learning
outcomes than conventional learning models.

The results of testing the second
hypothesis show that the writing skills of
students with high/frequent reading habits
taught using cooperative learning model Think
Pair Share is higher than students with high
reading habits taught using conventional
learning models. The difference in the ability
of the two classes with a high reading habit



level is shown by the average score of the
different exposition text writing skills. Overall
students with high reading habits in the
experimental class obtained scores of
exposition text writing skills above the
Minimum Standard Criteria. This is also
caused by the effect of the treatment applied to
the experimental class. However, it is different
from the control class which only uses
conventional learning. The average control
class students' skills in writing exposition text
were above the Minimum Standard Criteria
and those below the Minimum Standard
Criteria.

In the concept of the Think Pair Share
type of cooperative learning model, students
are designed to be active, think, and pair up in
solving the problems at hand. This is very
suitable for students who have high reading
habits. In accordance with [18] opinion that
the Think Pair Share model of cooperative

learning is a cooperative learning model
designed to influence student interaction
patterns. The Think Pair Share type of

cooperative learning model is effective in
creating variations in the atmosphere of class
discussion patterns. This means that the
teacher provides opportunities for students to
develop their activities in various ways. The
role of the teacher is not only as a teacher, but
also as a mentor, mentor, motivator /
motivator, and facilitator so that students
develop on their own and discuss with their
group friends. Students who have a high
reading habit will automatically have high
knowledge too, so that it will be easy to follow
every step in this Think Pair Share type
cooperative  learning  model indirectly.
Students who have a high reading habit will
easily solve the problems in the material
presented.

The results of testing the third
hypothesis, showed that the exposition writing
skills of students with low reading habits
taught using the Think Pair Share type of
cooperative learning model were higher than

students with low reading habits taught using
conventional learning models. As with the
second hypothesis, the difference in the ability
to write exposition text with the high reading
habits of these two classes is also shown by
the different average test scores. In general,
the scores of students' exposition text writing
skills with low reading habits, both in the
experimental class and the control class, were
below the set Minimum Standard Criteria.
However, even though they both have low
reading habits, the test scores of the exposition
text writing skills in the experimental class are
still higher than the control class. This is also
caused by the influence of the cooperative
learning model treatment type Think Pair
Share applied to the experimental class.

This argument is supported by the
statement expressed by [19] that reading a
book must be a process. Junior high and high
school/vocational school children should be
accustomed to reading informative books to
foster creativity in experimenting. In other
words, reading habits will grow if the
information the book provides spurs the reader
to want to know more. Thus, students will get
this information and easily put it in writing the
exposition text. In accordance with the opinion
of [9] that the exposition text is an example of
a response genre text. Exposition contains
exposure to ideas or suggestions of something
personal in nature. Therefore, the more
students read, the more information will be
conveyed in writing the exposition text.

Based on the ANOVA test of the fourth
hypothesis, it can be seen that there is no
interaction between the use of the Think Pair
Share type of cooperative learning model and
the reading habit of writing exposition text
skills. As stated earlier, interaction is the effect
of the treatment of certain learning models on
groups of students who have certain reading
habits. However, reading habits do not
necessarily determine success in exposition
text writing skills. Many other supporting
factors such as motivation, intelligence,



abilities, talents, interests, and others. In
addition, the teacher's readiness to use the
Think Pair Share type of cooperative learning
model in the learning process will also affect
the improvement of students' exposition text
writing skills.

In schools that have problems with
learning outcomes to write exposition text,
because students think that the lesson is very
difficult and boring. Thus causing this subject
matter to be burdensome for most students and
resulting in student learning outcomes less
than optimal. The teacher must try to think of
the right way to solve the problem. The
teacher also needs to create a learning
condition that can lead to student activities,
interests, habits, and interactions in the
learning process. Teachers must be skilled in
choosing learning models that provide
opportunities for students to be able to interact
in learning activities. The right way to
overcome this problem is by applying the
cooperative learning model, namely forming
study groups and involving students actively
in the learning. These learning models provide
opportunities for students to develop their
potential, exchange opinions, and be
responsible for other people and groups. The
cooperative learning model that is suitable for
increasing  learning  activities,  student
interaction and learning outcomes is the Think
Pair Share type of cooperative learning model.
At each stage of learning, the Think Pair Share
type of cooperative learning model cannot be
separated from students' interactions with
other students because they face the same
problems and need the best solutions to the
problems at hand. In the absence of this
interaction, it can be concluded that each
factor (learning model and reading habits) is
independent of one another in influencing the
writing skills of the exposition text. However,
the Think Pair Share type of cooperative
learning model seems to be more effective at
both levels of reading habits. In other words,
the Think Pair Share type of cooperative

learning model is appropriate for students who
have high reading habits and is appropriate for
students who have low reading habits.

Conclusion

Based on the research findings, it can be
concluded that the Think Pair Share type of
cooperative learning model affects the
learning outcomes of writing exposition text.
(1) The test results of students' exposition text
writing skills taught with the Think Pair Share
type of cooperative learning model were
higher than those taught using conventional
learning models. (2) The results of the
exposition text writing skills test of students
who have high reading ability using the Think
Pair Share type of cooperative learning model
are better than students who have high reading
habits using conventional learning models. (3)
The results of the exposition text writing skills
test of students who have a low reading habit
using the Think Pair Share type of cooperative
learning model are better than students who
have low reading habits who are taught using
conventional learning models. (4) There is no
interaction between the cooperative learning
model of the Think Pair Share type and
reading habits in influencing the writing skills
of the seventh grade students of class VII SMP
Negeri 1 Padangpanjang. This means that
without reading habits, the Think Pair Share
type of cooperative learning model will still
affect the learning outcomes of students'
exposition text writing skills. Furthermore,
students who have high and low reading habits
can improve their learning outcomes, if taught
using the Think Pair Share type cooperative
learning model.
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